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GUIDELINES TO AUTHORS 
 
 
TYPES OF ARTICLES 
Types of articles for publication include: 1) original articles, 2) short reports which include brief 
technical notes and preliminary communications that should not be more than 750 words, 3) 
reviews normally by invitation, 4) case reports and 5) letters to the editor arising from papers 
previously published in the journal which should be less than 400 words. 
 
 
PREPARATION OF MANUSCRIPTS 
 
General Requirements 
 
A.  The manuscript should be typed double spaced on one side of A4 size paper with 3cm margins. 
All pages should be numbered. 
 
B.  It should contain the following headings: – Title page, Abstract (except for short reports, 
reviews, case reports, letters to the editor, book review), Text, References, Figure legends, Tables 
and Figures. 
 
Specific Requirements 
 
A.  Title page: – should contain the title of the work, author’s names, institute(s) in which the work 
was carried out and also name, address / telefax numbers and email address for correspondence. 
 
B.  Abstract: – should outline the aim of the study, methods, results, discussions and conclusions of 
the work under separate headings. It should contain no more than 200 words. Up to 5 key words 
should be provided at the bottom of the abstract. 
 
C.  Text: – should contain the following sections – introduction, materials and methods, results, 
discussion and acknowledgement. 
 
D.  References: – citations for the reference section of submitted works must be numbered 
consecutively. In the text, references should be cited in number. Include names and initials of all 
authors (if more than six authors, then only the first three names followed by et al.) 
 
Examples 
1.  Mamo JCL, Lian L, James AP et al. Plasma lipoprotein ß-amyloid in subjects with Alzheimer’s 
disease or mild cognitive impairment. Ann Clin Biochem 2008, 45: 395-403 
2.  Young DS, Bermes EW. Preanalytical variables and biological variation. In: Burtis CA, Ashwood 
ER, Bruns DE (eds) Tietz Textbook of Clinical Chemistry and Molecular Diagnostics. Elsevier 
Publisher, St. Louis. 2006: 449-473 
3.  Baynes JW, Dominiczak MH. Medical Biochemistry. (2nd ed.) 
 
Personal communications should be avoided. Manuscript in preparation or submitted, but not yet 
accepted, should not be included in the list of references. 
 
E.  Tables: – should contain a descriptive heading, numbered with Arabic numerals and printed on 
a separate sheet. 
Figures: – should be referred to in the text as ‘Figure’ and given Arabic numerals. Except for 
photographs, all figures should be in black/grey/white colour e.g. line graphs and histograms should 
use patterned lines or boxes to differentiate between groups of data. 
 
G.  Units: – All measurements should be expressed in SI units. 
 
 
 



SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS 
 
Please submit manuscripts and related documents to the Editor in Chief via email only 
(mjcb.editor@gmail.com).  
 
The corresponding author should also submit a cover letter stating that 1) all authors contributed 
significantly to the work reported in the manuscript, 2) all authors have declared any conflicts of 
interest and 3) the manuscript has not been published previously or is currently submitted 
elsewhere for publication. Please email a copy of the cover letter, signed on behalf of all authors, 
together with the manuscript.  
 
 
COPYRIGHT 
 
Articles are accepted for publication on the understanding that, in consideration of acceptance, the 
entire copyright shall pass to the Malaysian Journal of Clinical Biochemistry. 
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